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” 1 am the way, the truth, and the life.”
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Eusebius St., Son of Basilides the Minister.
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Fam St.. (Consccration of the Church of St.Abba Fam).
Fam St.. (Consccration of the Church of St.Abe-Fam the soldier).
Fcast Day of the Appearance of the Honorable Cross.
Feast of Pentecost.

330
660
367

24

714
574
123
703
602
579
530
202
793
402
425
71

71

47

6306
719
450
377
208
53

383
822
479

357
757
609
34

581

Vi




< Table of Contents

Feast of Presenting the Lord Christ to the Temple.
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[saac, the Disciple of Anba Apollo.
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[saiah the Prophet.
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Feast of Fl-Nayrouz (Beginuing of the Blessed Coptic Year).
The Maroy rdom of St Bartholomew, the Apostle.
Ihe Departure of St Velvos (Mitins), the Third Pope of Alexandria.
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with Peter, who sold him as a slave. There he proceeded and preached to
the people. He called them to the knowledge of God, after performing
before them signs and wonders that amazed their minds.

He worked in the vineyards of a rich man and whenever he
trimmed the vine branches, they immediately bore fruit. It happened that
the son of the governor of that city died, and Bartholomew the Apostle
raised him up from the dead. The people believed and he strengthened
them in the knowledge of God. Later on, the Lord Christ, to Him is the
glory, commanded St. Bartholomew to go to the land of the Rerbers and
sent St. Andrew, His disciple, to help him. The people of that city were
exceedingly wicked, and would not accept any of the signs or wonders
the disciples performed. Yet the two disciples continued to preach to
them and teach them until they entered the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Then, they appointed priests over them, and built churches for them, and
soon after they left.

St. Bartholomew went to the cities on the Mediterranean coast,
where the inhabitants knew not God. He preached and converted them to
the knowledge of God and the belief in the Lord Christ. He taught them
to perform the works which were worthy of Christianity and commanded
them to be pure and chaste. When King Agrippa heard of him, he was
exceedingly enraged and commanded his servants to put him in a hair
sack, to fill the sack with sand, and cast it into the scri1. And so were
consummated the struggle and martyrdom of St. Barthoclomew.

His blessings and prayers be with us all. Amen.
3. The Departure of St. Melyos (Milius), the Third Pope of Alexandria.

Also on this day in the year 98 A.D., St. Melyos (Milius), the third
Pope of Alexandria after St. Mark, departed. This Saint was enthroned in
the fifteenth year of the reign of Domitian, son of Vespasian, Emperor of
Rome, and 55 years after the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. He
pastured and guarded the flock of Christ well for 12 years and departed
In peace.

His prayers be with us and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.
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( The Second Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist.
The Martyrdom of St. Dasya the Soldier.
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1. The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist.

On this day, the forerunner and greal
prophet, St. John the Baptist, son of Zacharias
the priest, Was martyred by the order of
King Herod.

When St. John rebuked Herod
because of Herodias, the wife of his brother
Phillip whom He had taken as awife, he
said to him, "It is not lawful for you (o
have your  brother's wife." (Mark:6:18) Herod
seized the Saint and cast him into prison;
however, he feared John.

An opportune day came when Herod, on his birthday, gave a feast
for his nobles, the high officers and the chief men of Galilee. And when
Herodias' daughter herself came in and danced and pleased Herod. He
promised her anything she might ask for, even as much as half of his
kingdom. She went to her mother and asked her, "What shall I ask?" Her
mother said, "Ask for the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” When
Herod heard this, he was exceedingly sorry. But because of his promise
and those who were sitting with him, he did not want to refuse her
request. He therefore commanded his servants to cut off the head of Saint
John and they gave it to the damsel and the damsel gave it to her mother.
(Mark 6:20-28) There was great consternation that day, and their joy soon
turned into sorrow.

[t was said that when the holy head of St. John was cut off, it flew
up off their hands into the air, and it cried out saying, "It is not right for
you to take your brother's wife." It is also said that the head now is
present at Homs in Syria.




As of the holy body, the disciples of St. John took it and laid it in a
grave until the days of Pope Athanathius, when God Willed to uncover
his body.

His blessings be with us all. Amen.
2. The Martyrdom of St. Dasya the Soldier.

On this day also, St. Dasya the soldier, who was a native of the city
of Tanda, was martyred. Arianus, governor of Ansena, inflicted great
tortures on this Saint because of his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally,
he cut off his head, thus St. Dasya received the crown of martyrdom.

His blessings be with us all and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.




< The Third Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

A Council held in the city of Alexandria.
A Great Earthquake took place in Cairo and Most of the Egyptian Cities.
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1. A Council held in the city of Alexandria.

On this day of the year 243 A.D., a holy synod convened in the city of
Alexandria in the second year of the Papacy of St. Dionysius, the fourteenth
Pope of Alexandria. This council was convened because certain people in the
Arabian countries believed that the spirit dies with the body, and that on the
day of the resurrection, it shall be raised up with it. They composed articles
on this belief and sent them to certain people in Alexandria.

When this reached Abba Dionysius he was exceedingly sorry, and he
tried to return them from their erroneous opinion, but they would not
hearken to him. Therefore, the council assembled, confronted them, and
made manifest their perversion. They neither repented nor turned away
from their false belief, the holy synod and the Pope excommunicated them.

He wrote an article for them and said in it, "The love of God for
mankind is exceedingly great, and the spirit neither dies nor perishes, but
abideth as the angels and the devil for it is spiritual, immutable, and
incorruptible. When the spirit goes forth from the body it will return to God
Who gave it. (Ecc. 12:7) Where it remains in the places of waiting according
to its deservedness. And on the day of the resurrection, when the trumpet
sounds, the dead bodies shall rise by the Word of God. The spirits reunite
with the body it belongs, some to everlasting joy, and some to everlasting
contempt.” (Daniel 12:2).

2. A Great Earthquake took place in Cairo and Most of the Egyptian Cities.

On this day also a great earthquake took place in Cairo and most of
the Egyptian cities at 9:00 a.m. On this day, a church named after Michael the
Archangel, at El-Gazyra in Cairo, was destroyed, among many other places.
It was said that certain ungodly people had asked the Christians for a bribe,
but they did not yield; and when it was evening these men came and
destroyed the church completely. This was in the ninth year of the Papacy of
Abba Macarius in the year 828 of the Holy Martyrs (1112 A. D.).

Thetr intercession be with us all, and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.
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( The Fourth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

The Departure of St. Macarius, 69th Pope of Alexandria.
GO=GO=Go=0
1. The Departure of St. Macarius, 69th Pope of Alexandria.

On this day, Abba Macarius II, the sixty-ninth Pope of the great
city of Alexandria, departed in the year 1122 A.D. This father was pious
and ascetic since his young age, and longed for the monastic life. He went
to the desert of Scete and became a monk in the monastery of St.
Macarius. He devoted himself to worship and spiritual struggle. He
instructed himself by reading the Holy Scriptures, their interpretation and
by contemplating on its meaning. He grew in virtues and was ordained a
priest.

When Abba Mikhail, the sixty-eighth, Pope departed and the papal
throne became vacant, a group of bishops and priests went to the
wilderness of Scete. They assembled in the church with the elders of
Scete. They remained there for many days, searching and scouting for
who would be best for this position. Finally they unanimously agreed to
choose this father for what was known of his good character and excellent
attributes. They took him and bound him against his will, and he cried
out and begged them with excuses to release him saying, "I am not fit to
be raised to the dignity of the Papacy." They brought him bound to the
city of Alexandria and ordained him Patriarch. The deed of his
appointment was read in the Church of Mu'allakah (The Church of the
Holy Virgin) in the Greek, Coptic, and Arabic languages.

During his papacy, he added to his worship and piety. He taught
and preached the people daily. He gave alms and did works of mercy to
the poor and needy. During his papacy he never asked for any of the
Church's money, but rather, he used to give a large portion of the
contributions which he received to be spent on different righteous deeds.
He completed 27 years in the papacy and departed in peace.

His prayers be with us all and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.




C The Fifth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

. The Martyrdom of Saint Sophia.
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1. . The Martyrdom of Saint Sophia.

On this day, St. Sophia, was martyred. She used to go to church
with her Christian neighbors, so she became a believer in the Lord Christ.
Longing to become Christian, she went to the Bishop of Manf. He
baptized her in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Thereupon an accusation of becoming a Christian was brought
against her before Claudianus, the Governor. The governor brought her,
and questioned her. She confessed and did not deny her faith. He
tortured her with many tortures. He whipped her, then burned her joints;
however, she went on crying out, saying, "I am a Christian." The governor
commanded to have her tongue cut off and then returned her to prison.

He sent his wife to her to dissuade her, and promise her with
many rewards. When she would not be dissuaded, he commanded to
have her head cut off. She prayed a long prayer and asked God to forgive
the governor and his soldiers for what they had done to her. Then she
bowed her head down and the executioner cut off her neck.

A Christian woman paid much money to the soldiers, took her
pure body, and wrapped it with costly shrouds. She placed the body in
her house and many signs were manifested through it. On her feast day,
very bright lights and incense came out of her holy and pure body.

When the righteous Emperor Constantine heard the story of Saint
Sophia, he carried her holy body to the city of Constantinople. He built a
great cathedral and placed the body in.

Her blessing and prayers be with us all, and Glory be to our God forever.
Amen.




< The Sixth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

The Departure of Isaiah the Prophet.
The Martyrdom of Saint Basilissa.
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1. The Departure of Isaiah the Prophet.

On this day, the great Prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, was killed
by the hand of Manasseh the King who sawed him with a wooden saw.

This prophet prophesied in the days of five kings: Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Manasseh. He prophesied to Ahaz saying, "Behold,
the virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call his name
Immanuel." (Isaiah 7:14) He also prophesied that, "His name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace,” (Isaiah 9:6), and the Lord will have mercy upon the world by
offering Himself a sacrifice for all mankind as, "He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our
peace was upon Him; and by His stripes we are healed..., and the Lord
has laid on Him the iniquity of us all." (Isaiah 53:5-6).

He prophesied to Hezekiah and encouraged him when
Sennacherib, King of Assyria, besieged Jerusalem. He informed Hezekiah
that God would perish Sennacherib because of his blasphemy against
Him. And that night the angel of the Lord went out and killed in the
camp of the Assyrian 185,000 men (Isaiah 37:36), and those who were
spared fled from the camp.

And when Hezekiah the King was sick, Isaiah told him to set his
house in order, for he was to die. And when Hezekiah prayed to God, He
sent to him Isaiah the prophet who made known to him that God had
added to his days 15 years. And God showed him a sign so that he might
realize the validity of his prophesy. (Isaiah 38:8)

Isaiah prophesied about what would befall Israel from calamities
because of the hardness of their hearts, love for sin and their forsaken of
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The worship of God, and only a few of them would be believers. Because
of his prayers God sprung water when the people were thirsty. On
another occasion, when Isaiah himself was thirsty, God sprung for him
the spring of Siloam. When he rebuked Manasseh because of his evil
deeds and worshipping idols, Manasseh ordered to have him sawed.

He prophesied for 70 years and he came 913 years before the
advent of the Lord Christ.

His prayers be with us all. Amen.
2. The Martyrdom of Saint Basilissa.

On this day also, St. Basilissa was martyred in the days of
Diocletian the infidel. This saint was a pious Christian, and she was only
nine years old. They seized her and bound her hands and feet and cast
her in the fire, but she was not burned by the might of God. Through her
prayers, God sprung water, she drank, then committed her soul in the
hand of God.

Her prayers be with us all, and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.

10




< The Seventh Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

The Departure of St. Dioscorus, 25th Pope of Alexandria.
The Martyrdom of Sts. Agathon, Peter, John, Amun and Amuna and Their

Mother, Rebecca.
The Departure of St. Severianus, Bishop of Gabala.

GO=GE=Ga=D
1. The Departure of St. Dioscorus, 25th Pope of Alexandria.

On this day of the year 451 A.D., the blessed father and the great
champion of Orthodoxy, Saint Dioscorus, 25th Pope of Alexandria,
departed. His departure took place on the island of Gagra after he had
fought the good fight defending the Orthodox faith.

When he was summoned to the Council of Chalcedon by the order
of Emperor Marcianus, he saw a great assembly of 630 bishops. Saint
Dioscorus asked, "In whom is the faith lacking that it was necessary to
gather this great assembly?” They told him, "This assembly has been
convened by the emperor's command.” He replied, "If this assembly has
been convened by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I shall stay and
speak with what God may give me to say; but if this assembly has been
convened by the emperor's command, let the emperor manage his
assembly as he pleases.”

When he saw that Leo, Archbishop of Rome, was teaching that
Christ has two natures and two wills after the Union, he took the charge
to refute this new belief. He stated that our Lord Jesus Christ is one, He
who was invited to the wedding as a man and changed the water into
wine as a God, and that the two natures were not separated in all of His
works. Quoting Pope Cyril, he said, "The Hypostatic Union of the Word
of God with the flesh is like the union of the soul with the body and like
the union of fire and iron: even as they are of two different natures, by
their union they became one. Likewise, our Lord Christ is one Messiah,
one Lord, and one Nature." None of those who were gathered at that
assembly dared to contradict him.
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Among them were some who had attended the Council of Ephesus,
which had been convened against Nestorius. Some informed the Emperor
Marcianus and the Empress Belkarya that no one disobeyed their
commands concerning the faith except Dioscorus, Patriarch of the City of
Alexandria. They brought St. Dioscorus, and the leading bishops of the
Council who debated and discussed the matter till it was evening, but St.
Dioscorus would not deviate from his Orthodox belief. The emperor and
empress were irritated at this, and the empress commanded to smite St.
Dioscorus on his mouth, and to pluck out the hair of his beard. He took
the hair and the teeth that were knocked out and sent them to Alexandria
saying, "This is the fruit of Faith."

When the rest of the bishops saw what had happened to
Dioscorus, they agreed with the emperor, being afraid of undergoing the
same fate. They signed the document of the belief that Christ has two
distinct and separate natures. When St. Dioscorus knew this, he sent for
the document and pretended that he wanted to sign it too. But when he
read the document, he wrote at its foot that he excommunicated everyone
who had signed it, as well as everyone who deviated from the Orthodox
Faith. The emperor was enraged and he commanded to banish St.
Dioscorus to the island of Gagra, along with St. Macarius, the Bishop of
Edko, and two others, and the Council of Chalcedon was resumed.

When they took St. Dioscorus to the island of Gagra, its bishop,
because he was a Nestorian, met him with contempt and disdain.
However, God performed at the hands of St. Dioscorus many great signs
and wonders, so that all obeyed him, respected and revered him greatly,
for God honors His chosen ones in every place. St. Dioscorus told St.
Macarius, his companion in exile, "You shall receive the crown of
martyrdom in Alexandria." He sent him with one of the believing
merchants to Alexandria, where he received the crown of martyrdom.

St. Dioscorus, having ended his good fight, departed from this vain
life and received the crown of eternal life. He departed on the island of
Gagra where his body was laid.

His blessings and prayers be with us all. Amen.
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2. The Martyrdom of Sts. Agathon, Peter, John, Amun and Amuna and
Their Mother, Rebecca.

On this day also, Sts. Agathon, Peter, John, Amun, and Amuna and
their mother, Rebecca, were martyred. They were from Kemola of the
district of Kus. Our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to them and informed
them of what would happen to them, and that they would receive the
crown of martyrdom in the city of Shoubra which is near Alexandria, and
that their bodies would be carried to the city of Nakraha in the province
of El-Behairah. The Saints rejoiced at this vision, and they rose up early
and gave all their possessions to the poor.

Agathon, their eldest brother, was a man of high position in the
city and was loved by everyone. Rebecca, their mother, strengthened and
encouraged them to endure the torture in the name of the Lord Christ.

They came to the city of Kus and confessed their faith in Christ
before Dionysius, the Governor. He tortured them severely, starting with
their mother who bore the torture patiently and with joy, and then he
tortured her five children. When he was weary of torturing them, he was
advised to send them to Alexandria so that they might not lead other
people astray, for they were loved by everyone. Because of them, many
confessed their belief in the Lord Christ and received the crown of
martyrdom.

When they brought the saints before Armenius, the Governor of
Alexandria, who was in a city called Shoubra, and learned about their
case, he tortured them very severely. He hacked their bodies, cast them in
a boiler, squeezed them with wheels, then crucified them head down.
From all these tortures, the Lord Christ raised them whole until the
governor and all his people were ashamed.

Finally, he ordered to have their heads cut off and to have their
bodies drowned in the sea. They cut their heads off and placed their
bodies in a boat to cast them in the sea. God sent forth His angel to a rich
man from the city of Nakraha and commanded him to take the bodies of
the saints and the man was exceedingly glad. He came to where the
bodies were, gave the soldiers much silver and took the holy bodies.
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He laid them in the church, and he heard a voice saying, "This is the
abode of the righteous." The bodies remained there till the end of the era
of persecutions. They then revealed the bodies and a big church was built
for them. God made manifest from their relics, many signs and wonders.
Then they transferred the bodies to the city of Sonbat, where there is now
a church known as "The Five and Their Mother" or "El-Sitt Refka"” (Lady
Rebecca). Many visit this church every year to receive their blessings.

Their intercession be for us all. Amen.
3. The Departure of St. Severianus, Bishop of Gabala.

On this day also, the righteous holy father, Abba Severianus,
Bishop of Gabala in Greece, departed. The name of his father was
Blaryanos. He studied the secular wisdom of the Athenians, then went to
Caesarea to study at the hands of those who were there. He returned to
Rome where he studied the doctrines of the Church, and learned the Old
and New Testaments in a few years. Later on, his parents departed and
left him a great wealth. He wished to give it to Christ so that he might
receive it back a hundred-fold. He built a hotel to house the strangers, the
poor, and the afflicted, and planted gardens and appointed guardians to
have the proceeds distributed to the poor. His name was given to thesc
places a long time after his departure from this world. His uncle, who
was the governor of that city, informed Emperor Honorius that
Severianus had squandered all his money for the name of the Lord Christ
to receive from Him a hundred-fold as He had promised in His Holy
Gospel. The emperor was pleased. He invited him and commanded him
not to leave the palace. The emperor used to take the saint along with him
to the church. In those days Pope Einokendios was sitting on the chair of
Rome, and it was revealed to him by God that Severianus would be in
charge of a large group of people. The Pope loved and honored him, and
wished not to be separated from him, as he was loved by everyone.

When St. Severianus (Sawiros) saw that everyone honored him, he
worried about losing his labor, so he decided to escape from the vain
glory of this world. The angel of the Lord appeared to him and
commanded him to go to the city of Gabala where he would become a
father to many souls. He departed by night with his disciple, Theodore,




after having put on him the monastic eskeem. God sent to him a light to
guide him to his destination. There was a monastery headed by a holy
abbot who learned in a vision about the coming of St. Severianus. He
went out, welcomed him and told him about his vision. His fame reached
that region and a countless number of people came to him. Emperor
Theodosius had one of the monasteries renewed for him to live in as the
angel had determined for him. He became the comforter for many souls.
He continued to teach and instruct the monks until they became saints,
like angels.

God performed many wonders at his hands. The daughter of the
governor of Gabala had an evil spirit dwelling in her and the spirit said to
her father, "If you drive away Severianus from this place, I will get out of
your daughter.” When her father informed the saint about that, he wrote
him a paper saying: "In the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, get out of her."
When he returned to his daughter with this paper straightaway the devil
screamed and left her. Once some magicians agreed with some soldiers to
break into his monastery. They were smitten with blindness and they
remained like this for three days until the saint prayed for them to be
cured.

Philatheus, the Bishop of the city of Gabala, learned in a vision
from God that St. Severianus (Sawiros) would succeed him on his chair
and he said this to his people. When St. Severianus was ordained, he
looked after his people in the best way.

There was in that city a Jew called Sektar who was proud of his
knowledge. He came to the saint and debated with him until finally he
was convinced of the correctness of Christianity and the faith in the Lord
Christ; many other magicians also believed. During his days, Egypt
became as proud of its monks as Constantinople was of Saint John
Chrysostom (of the Golden Mouth). When the Persians declared war
against Honorius and Arcadius, they sent to St. Severianus asking for his
prayers for the kingdom. He sent back to them saying, "If we belong to
Christ, and our kingdom belongs to Christ, we have no need for armors
or spears or troops.” And he reminded them of what the Lord had done
with those previous kings who pleased Him.
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When Empress Eudoxia was angry with Chrysostom (of the
Golden Mouth), she brought St. Severianus among others for the trial of
St. Chrysostom. He admonished her saying, "John Chrysostom (of the
Golden Mouth) did nothing worthy of banishment,” but she would not
hearken to him.

He wrote many discourses and sermons which still exist in the
church books till now. He waxed old reaching the age of 100 years. Ten
days before his death, the angel of God appeared to him and informed
him of the day of his departure from this world. He instructed his people
and then departed in peace. His pure body was prepared as was meet
and was placed in the tomb. His departure was two years before that of
St. John Chrysostom (of the Golden Mouth).

His prayers be with us all, and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.
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( The Eighth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

* The Martyrdom of Zacharias the Prophet.
* The Departure of Moses the Prophet.
* The Martyrdom of St. Dimides (Diomede).
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1. The Martyrdom of Zacharias the Prophet.

On this day St. Zacharias, the priest, was martyred by the hand of Herod
the King. When the angel Gabriel announced to him the birth of John his
Son, he did not believe his word and the angel made him dumb, unable to
speak until the child was born. (Luke 1: 18-22) When they named the child,
he asked for a writing table and wrote that his name would be John. Then he
spoke, and praised God. (Luke 1:63-79) The Holy Gospel gave testimony
concerning him, that he and his wife were righteous, walking in the Law of
God without blemish.

When our Lord Christ was born, and the wise men came to worship Him,
Herod was troubled and feared for his kingdom. Therefore, he gave the
order to slay all the children of Bethlehem, from two years old and under, so
he would kill the Lord Christ among them. The angel of God appcared to
Joseph in a dream saying, "Take the child and flee to Egypt.” St. Joseph took
the child Jesus and St. Mary, His mother, and went to Egypt as the angel of
the Lord had told him. But John's mother took him and fled to the mountain
were she dwelt, bringing him up for six years. After her departure to heaven,
the child remained in the desert till the day of his appearance to Israel.
(Luke 1: 80)

It was said that during the slaughter of the children, Herod thought
that John was the Christ. He requested John from his father, Zacharias, who
said, "I do not know where the child is." They threatened to kill him, but he
did not heed. Herod ordered his soldiers to slay him. It was also said that
when Herod sought John to slay him, Zacharias escaped with him to the
temple and put him on the altar and when they caught up with him, he told
the soldiers, "From here I accepted him from the Lord,” and thereupon the
angel of God snatched away the child, and took him to the desert Zifana.
When they did not find the child, they slew Zacharias between the temple
and the altar. (Matthew 23:35)

"

17

|




Zacharias the priest, son of Bar-a-chi-as, is not Zacharias the prophet,
who was one of the twelve minor prophets. Zacharias the prophet was not
martyred but died and his body was found without decay.

His prayers be with us. Amen.

2. The Departure of Moses the Prophet.

On this day also, the righteous Moses, the head of the prophets,
departed. He labored on behalf of the people of God till his death and
delivered up himself for them. It was he who worked miracles and wonders
in Egypt and in the Red Sea. When he became of age, refused to be called the
son of the daughter of Pharaoh.

She brought him up when his parents left him on the banks of the
river because they were afraid of Pharaoh who had commanded the
slaughter of all male children of the Hebrews. When the daughter of Pharaoh
found him by the river, she took him and reared him as her own son. When
he had completed his 40 years, he saw an Egyptian slaying one of the
Hebrews and straightaway he avenged the Hebrew and slew the Egyptian.
The next day he saw two of the Hebrews fighting and he attempted to make
peace between them. He, who was in the wrong, told him, "Do you want to
slay me as you did slay the Egyptian yesterday?" Because of this, Moses fled
to the land of Midian where he married and begot two sons. (Exodus 2)

When he was 80 years old, a fire appeared to him in a bush, but the
bush was not consumed. When he moved close to behold this great sight, the
Lord spoke to him from the bush and commanded him to bring out the
people of Israel from the land of Egypt. God worked at his hands the ten
plagues upon the Egyptians, the first was the river which turned into blood
and the last was the slaughter of the first born of the Egyptians.
(Exodus 7-12) He brought the people out, and he divided the Red Sea and
made them pass through it, and then he brought back the water over their
enemies. He brought down for them "Manna" in the desert for forty years,
and he made the water flow from a rock, and in spite of that they grumbled
against him and many times they wanted to stone him. But he was long
-uffering with them, and he prayed to God for them, and because he loved
them greatly, he said to God, "If You will not forgive this people their
ransgression, then blot out my name from Your book." (Exodus 31:32) The

) lestified that he spoke with God five hundred and seventy times as a
ks with his friend, and he was called the mouthpiece of God.
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When Moses came down from Mt. Sinai, after being with God, with the two
tables of testimony in his hands, his face was shining. The children of Israel
were afraid to come near him, so he put a veil on his face when he came near
to talk to them. (Ex. 34:29-35).

When he was 120 years old, God commanded him to commit the
leadership of the people to Joshua, the son of Nun, his disciple.
(Deuteronomy 34:9) Moses called him and commanded him with the
commands of God and His Law, and informed Joshua that he was the one to
bring the people into the promised land. After Moses had made the
Tabernacle of Witness and everything which was in it as God had
commanded him, he died in the mountain. He was buried there, and God
hid his body so the children of Israel would not find it and worship it
because the Book testifies there never rose up a prophet in Israel as Moses.
When Satan wished to reveal the body, Michael the archangel rebuked him,
and prevented him from doing so as St. Jude testifies in his epistle. (Verse 9).

His prayers be with us. Amen.
3. The Martyrdom of St. Dimides (Diomede).

On this day also, St. Diomede (Dimides), was martyred. He was from
Dershaba (D) of the chair of Dantu. He loved the church, was kind to the poor
and visited the sick. A luminous man appeared to him and commanded him
to go to receive the crown of martyrdom and promised him heavenly
rewards. He rejoiced greatly and left his parents and went forth from the
city. He prayed to God to help him to endure the torture for His Name's
sake.

He came to the city of Attribis and confessed the Lord Christ before
the governor, who tortured him severely. Then they sent him to Lucianus,
the governor of Alexandria. When he was on the boat, the Lord Christ
appeared to him, comforted him, encouraged him and promised him
everlasting happiness and his soul rejoiced. Lucianus tortured him with
different kinds of tortures, then gave the order to cut off his head, thus he
received the crown of martyrdom. The people of his city came and took
away his body and paid a great honor to it.

His blessings and prayers be with us and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.

(' Known as Shershaba (Tharshebi), Zeftah, Gharbiah governorate.
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The Ninth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout

« The Martyrdom of St. Pisora the Bishop.
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1. The Martyrdom of St. Pisora the Bishop.

On this dav, the holy father, the Bishop Abba Pisora, was
martyvred. He was the bishop of the God-loving city of Masil. When
Diocletian returned to worshipping the idols and started persecuting the
Christians, this holy man longed to shed his blood for the name of Christ.
He gathered the people betore the altar and commanded them with the
commandments of the Lord, and then informed them that he wished to
receive the crown of martyrdom for the sake of the name of Christ. They
all wept, the young and the old, saying, "To whom will you leave us, Our
Father, as orphans?” They wanted to prevent him from doing so, but
when they could not, they let him go after he committed them to the Lord
Christ. He left them bidding him farewell with much tears.

Three bishops agreed to go with him; they were Pisikhos,
Fanalikhos, and Theodore, and they all went together to the city of the
covernor and confessed the Lord Christ. He tortured them cruelly,
especially when he knew that they were bishops and fathers to the
Christians. The courageous bishops endured the tortures with patience
and the Lord Christ strengthened them. Finally the governor ordered that
the heads of the four be cut, and they received the crowns of life in the
kKingdom of God. The body ot Saint Pisora was in the city of Nasheen El-

Kanater, Gharbia governorate, and at present is in St. George's Church in
Old Cairo.

Their prayers preserve and guard us all, and Glory be to our God forever.
Amen.
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C The Tenth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

* The Martyrdom of Saint Matruna.

e The Commemoration of Sts. Basin and Her Children.
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1. The Martyrdom of Saint Matruna.

On this day St. Matruna, who was a maid-servant to a Jewish lady, was
martyred. She was of Christian parents, and her mistress used to entice
her to adopt the Hebrew religion, but she refused. Therefore her mistress
used to humiliate her, 11l treat her, and over-burden her with servitude.

One day she accompanied her mistress to the Jewish temple, then she
went to the Christians church. And when her mistress asked her where
she had been and why she did not enter their assembly, the Saint replied,
"God had departed far from the synagogue that is yours, how shall I enter
it? Whereas the place that should be entered is the church which the Lord
Christ has bought with His blood.” Her mistress became angry at this and
beat her harshly, then imprisoned her in a dark place where she spent
four days without food or drink. She then took her out and beat her
painfully, then she returned her to her imprisonment where she died.

After her death, her mistress, because she feared that the authorities
would hold her accountable for her blood, took St. Matruna to the top of
her house and threw her down so that it would be said that she had fallen
by accident. She was accursed by God, her feet slipped and she fell down,
died and went to Hell. As for the Saint, she went to the eternal bliss.

Her intercession be for us. Amen.
2. The Commemoration of Sts. Basin and Her Children.

On this day also is the commemoration of St. Basin and her three

children.

Their prayers be with us, and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.

)

21




( The Eleventh Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

The Martyrdom of Saint Basilides (Wasilides)
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1.The Martyrdom of Saint Basilides (Wasilides)

On this day, St. Basilides (Wasilides) who was a minister and
counsellor for the Roman Empire, was martyred. He had many slaves and
servants. Emperor Numerianus was the ruler, who was married to
Basilides' sister, Patricia, and had a son called Yustus. Patricia was also
the mother of Theodore El-Mishreke. Basilides had two sons: Awsabyos
(Eusebyus) and Macarius.

When the Persians waged war against Rome, Emperor
Numerianus sent to them his son Yustus and Awsabyos, Basilides' son.
Then he went to fight another enemy and was killed in that war. His
kingdom was thus left vacant without a ruler.

The people chose from among the soldiers a man called Agrippita,
who was a shepherd, and they set him over the royal horses, stable. He
was a mighty man in action, bold in his dealings. One of the emperor's
daughters looked at him and took him as her husband. She made him
emperor and called him, "Diocletian.” Shortly after, he forsook the Lord
God of Heaven and worshipped idols. When Wasilides heard this, he was
sorrowful, and he did not return to the service of the new Emperor.

Meanwhile, Yustus, the son of Numerianus, and Awsabyos
(Eusebius), the son of Basilides, returned from the war with triumphant
victory. When they saw that the Emperor had renounced the faith, they
were exceedingly sorry and drew their swords and wanted to slay
Diocletian, the infidel Emperor, and to return the kingdom to its rightful
owner Yustus, Numerianus' son. But Basilides prevented them from
doing this. Then he gathered his army and slaves and informed them that
he wished to lay down his life for the sake of Christ's Name. They all
answered saying, "We also will die with you." They stood before
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Diocletian who feared them tremendously, for they were the rightful
owners of the kingdom. So Romanus, Victor's father, advised him to
banish them to Egypt to be tortured there. Diocletian sent them each to a
different province: Abadir (Apater) and Eraee (Herai) his sister,
Awsabyos (Eusebius), Macarius, Claudius, and Victor. Theodore El-
Mishreke was nailed to a tree.

He sent Basilides to Masrus, the governor of the Five Western
Cities (Pentapolis). When Masrus saw him, he wondered why he had left
his kingdom and his glory. Our Lord Christ sent His Angel and lifted
Basilides up by the Holy Spirit to heaven, and showed him the spiritual
dwellings, and his soul was comforted. As for his slaves, some were set
free and some were martyred with him. St. Basilides endured severe
tortures, on a squeezing machine (Hinbazeen) at times and at others his
body was combed with iron combs. He was lifted onto a spiral device
with a saw then thrusted him on a red hot iron bed. Masrus, the
governor, did not leave out any means of torturing him. When he saw
that Basilides remained steadfast in his faith, Masrus ordered to cut off
Basilides holy head, thus he received the crown of martyrdom in the
kingdom of heaven in return for the earthly kingdom which he had
forsaken.

His prayers be with us, and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.
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< The Twelfth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

e The Assembly of the Third Ecumenical Council at Ephesus to Judge
Nestorius, Archbishop of Constantinople.

e The Translocation of the Relics of Sts. Clemus (Aklimos) and His
Companions.
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1. The Assembly of the Third Ecumenical Council at Ephesus to
Judge Nestorius, Archbishop of Constantinople.

On this day of the year 431 A.D., the Holy Council at Ephesus which
was attended by 200 hishops, was convened. It was the third of the
Ecumenical Councils. That was in the twentieth year of the reign of
Theodosius 1II, son of Arcadius, son of Theodecsius the Great. They
assembled because of the heresy of Nestorius who was Archbishop of
Constantinople. He believed that St. Mary did not give birth to the
incarnated God, but only to a human being, and that afterwards the Son
of God dwelt in him, not the dwelling of unity but just the dwelling of
will, and therefore, Christ because of that reason, had two natures and
two wills. So these fathers convened, debated with Nestorius, and proved
to him that He, who was born of the Virgin, was the incarnated God, as
the angel said, "The Lord is with you; that Holy One who is to be born
will be called the Son of God." (Luke 1:28-32) And according to the saying
of Isaiah, "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Emmanuel,” (Isaiah 7:14) and also, "His name shall be
called  Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting
Father." (Isaiah 9:6).

St. Cyril, 24th Pope of Alexandria, explained to Nestorius that,
‘Natures cannot be separated after they have become one by their union.
Therefore we say that the Incarnated Word of God has only One Nature."
Nestorius would not turn from his teaching nor change his opinion. St.
Cyril along with the whole Council rebuked him and threatened that they
would excommunicate him, but he was adamant. Therefore, they
cxcommunicated him and banished him from his chair.

)
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They confirmed that the Virgin St. Mary had given birth to the Incarnated
God the Word, (Theotokos) or "The Mother of God". They drew up the
Canons and laid down the Laws. These are the laws of the faithful
till this day.

If it is said that the Nestorians do not say that today, we reply by
saying that it is because they have mingled with the Christians of the
East, and that some of them have turned from their erroneous opinion.

We beseech our God and our Lord and our Savior Jesus Christ to guide us
in the path of salvation - to whom is the praise, glory, and worship now
and ever. Amen

2. The Translocation of the Relics of Sts. Clemus (Aklimos) and His
Companions.

On this day also we celebrate the translocation of the relics of the
martyrs St. Clemus (Aklimos) and his companions to the city of

Alexandria.

Their prayers be with us and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.
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C The Thirteenth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

The Departure of Pope Mattheos 11, 90th Patriarch of the See of St.

Mark.
The Commemoration of the Miracle performed by St. Basilius (Basil),

Bishop of Caesarea, Cappadocia.
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1. The Departure of Pope Mattheos II, 90th Patriarch of the See of
St. Mark.

On this day of the year 1182 of martyrs, the honored father Abba
Mattheos (Matthias) the Second, 90th Pope of the See of St. Mark,
departed. He was a monk in El-Muharraq monastery. He was chosen and
enthroned in the year 1169 A.M. He sat on the throne of St. Mark for 13
years and then departed in peace.

The blessings of his prayers be with us. Amen.

2. The Commemoration of the Miracle performed by St. Basilius (Basil),
Bishop of Caesarea, Cappadocia.

On this day also is the commemoration of the great miracle
performed by St. Basilius, Bishop of Caesarea, Cappadocia.

A young man, who loved his master's daughter, Satan, his enemy
and the enemy of the human race, deceived him. Satan made him resort
to a magician who made him write a covenant to deny the faith and to
surrender completely to Satan, so that Satan might grant him his wish.
Satan kindled lust in the heart of the girl, and she loved the young man
exceedingly. She asked her father insistingly not to object to her marriage
to that young man. Eager for his honor and fearing for her life, he married
her to him.

When she had spent with him a long period of time, she noticed
that he did not enter the church or partake of the Holy Sacraments, or
make the sign of the Holy Cross over himself. She revealed to him her
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doubt about his faith and his love of God. He told her what had
happened to him, and how he had written to Satan a covenant of
obedience till death.

She cried much and rebuked him for his deed. She took him to St.
Basilius, Bishop of Caesarea. He listened to the confession of the young
man and saw his grief and desire to go back to the life of worship,
fellowship, and righteousness. St. Basilius comforted him and asked him
to stay with him for a while in seclusion, fasting and praying. He shut
him up in a nearby room for three days. On the third day St. Basilius
visited him and the young man told him that the evil spirits had not
ceased disturbing and fighting him in many ways. He strengthened him,
calmed him down, gave him food and prayed for him. St. Basilius asked
him to remain in seclusion, praying and fasting. After a few days, he
came back to visit him again. The young man told St. Basilius that he did
not see the devils any more, but he still heard their cries and threats. St.
Basilius fed him again and prayed for him and left him to the life of
seclusion to fight and pray, and the bishop went to pray on his behalf
also. And this went on until 40 days were completed. When the Saint
came to him and asked him about his state, he told the Saint that he saw
him (the Saint) fighting against Satan on his behalf, and he vanquished
him and finally was victorious.

The Bishop gathered all the priests and the monks and prayed for
the young man all that night. On the following morning he led him into
the church while everyone was crying, "Lord have mercy on us,” and they
continued to cry out until that writing, which the young man had written
as a covenant to deny the faith and to surrender to Satan, fell down in the
midst of all the people. The Bishop, the young man and his wife, and all
the people rejoiced exceedingly. The Bishop blessed that man and
administered to him the Holy Sacraments. The man and his wife departed
to their house full of joy for the peace and repentance they received. They
praised God and thanked St. Basilius by whose prayers they were saved.

The blessings of his prayers be with us all, and Glory be to our God
forever. Amen.
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< The Fourteenth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

e The Departure of St. Agathon the Stylite.
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1- The Departure of St. Agathon the Stylite.

On this day St. Agathon the Stylite, departed. He was from the city of
Tenis. The name of his father was Matra and his mother’s name was
Mariam. They were righteous and feared God. They loved to give alms
and be merciful to the poor and needy.

The thought of monasticism was always on his mind. When he was
35 years old, he was ordained priest, and he devoted himself to serve the
holy church. He asked the Lord Christ by day and night to facilitate for
him the parting from this world to go to the desert. The Lord Christ
answered his request and he went out from the city and came to Ternot
(Mareot) and from there went to the desert. The angel of God appeared to
him in the form of a monk who journeyed with him and brought him to
the monastery of St. Macarius in Scete.

He came to the holy old men Abba Abraham and Abba Gawargah,
became their disciple and remained with them for three years. Then, they
took him before the altar and in the presence of the Hegumen Abba
Yoanis and for three days they prayed over the monastic garb. They then
ordained him a monk and dressed him with the holy Eskeem. From that
hour he exerted himself with many worships, in continuous fasting and
prayer and fought a great fight. He slept on the ground until his skin
cleaved to his bones. He read continually the biography of Abba Simon
the Stylite, and he thought of leading a solitary life. He took counsel with
the holy fathers concerning that, and they approved his wish and they
prayed for him.

He left and came near the city of Sakha, province of Gharbia,
where he dwelt in a small church. The believers built a place for him on a
pillar and he went up on it.
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During his days, a man appeared in whom dwelt an obstinate
devil, who led many people astray. He sat in the middle of the church
surrounded by people listing to him, carrying tree branches. Abba
Agathon sent for the possessed and had him brought to him. He prayed
over him and cast out the devil who led the people astray.

Similarly, a woman claimed that St. Mina conversed with her and
she commanded the people of her city to dig a well in the name of St.
Mina to heal everyone who bathed in it. St. Agatho prayed over that
woman until he cast out from her that unclean spirit and he commanded
the people to till up that well with earth.

At the hands of this holy man, St. Agathon, God worked many
miracles, of healing sick people and casting out devils. The devils
appeared to him in the form of angels, singing sweet songs and imparting
blessings unto him, but by the might of the Lord Christ he knew their
guile, he made the sign of the Cross over them, and they fled away
defeated.

When God wished to repose him from the labors of this world, he
fell sick for a short while and delivered up his soul into the hand of God.
The people who had benefitted from his sermons and teachings gathered
around him and wept bitterly.

This holy father lived for 100 years, of which he spent 40 years in
the world and 10 years in the desert and 50 years in solitude upon that
pillar.

His prayers guard us against all our enemies, and Glory be to our God,
forever. Amen.
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C The Fifteenth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout )

Translocation of the Body of St. Stephen the Archdeacon.
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1- Translocation of the Body of St. Stephen the Archdecacon.

we celebrate on this day the translocation
of the body of St. Stephen the Archdeacon and
first Christiam martyr. That was more than threce
hundred years after his martyrdom, the reign of
Emperor Constantine and the spread of the noble
worship.

St. Stephen, the striver and martyr,
Appeared several times to a man called Lucianus.
He was from a village where the honored body
was buried, known as the "Village of Gamaliel,”
near Jerusalem. He told him his name and where
his body was buried.

That man went to the bishop of Jerusalem and informed him of
what he had seen in his sleep. The bishop rose up, took with him two
bishops and the people of the church and went to the place where the
body was. They dug the ground, and a mighty earthquake took place.
The coffin wherein the holy body was lying was revealed. Sweet and
precious aromas came out from it. They heard voices of angels praising
God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good
will toward men.” This praise was repeated and the bishops bowed down
before the coffin. They carried it away with songs, hymns and candles
until they came to Jerusalem. Later on, a man whose name was
Alexander, and who was from Constantinople, built a church for St.
Stephen in Jerusalem and placed the holy body in it.

Five years later, Alexander departed, and his wife buried him by
the side of the coffin of the Saint. Eight years later, Alexander's wife
decided to go to Constantinople and wished to take her husband's body
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with her. She came to the church, and she took the coffin wherein the
body of St. Stephen had been laid thinking that it was the coffin wherein
was her husband's body. She carried it away to Ascalon, and from there
she embarked with it in a ship to Constantinople. In the middle of the sea
she heard singing and many praises coming from the coffin, and she
marvelled. She rose up and examined the coffin and she realised that it
was the coffin wherein was the body of St. Stephen, and this was the Will
of God. She gave thanks to the Lord and went on her way until she
arrived in Constantinople.

She went to the Emperor and informed him about what had
happened. The Emperor, the Archbishop, priests and the people of the
city went forth to the ship, and carried the coffin on their shoulders to the
royal palace.

God made manifest many signs both on the ship and in the royal
palace. They laid the holy body on a litter carried by two mules, and
when they came to a place called Constantinious, the two mules stopped.
When they beat the mules, they did not move but they heard the voice of
one of them saying, "It is meet to place the Saint here.” All those who saw
and heard this, marvelled and they knew that He who had made the
donkey of Balaam speak was He who had made this animal carrying the
body of the Saint to speak. The Emperor ordered that a church be built for
the Saint in that place. They laid in it the pure gem, the holy body of St.
Stephen, the apostle and the martyr.

His prayers be with us all, and Glory be to our God forever. Amen.
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< The Sixteenth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

« The Commemoration of the Consecration of the Sanctuaries of the church

of Resurrection in Jerusalem.
e The Translocation of the Relics of St. John Chrysostom (of the Golden

Mouth).
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1. The Commemoration of the Consecration of the Sanctuaries of the
church of Resurrection in Jerusalem.

Today we celebrate the consecration of the sanctuaries of the church of
Resurrection in Jerusalem in the year 326 A.D. In the twentieth year of the
reign of Emperor Constantine and after the meeting of the Holy Council
at Nicea, the saint Queen Helena told her son Constantine that she had
vowed to go to Jerusalem to receive the blessings of the holy places and to
search for the wood of the life-giving Cross. He rejoiced at this, gave her
much money, and sent her in the company of a large number of soldiers.

When she arrived there and received the blessings of the holy
places, she searched for the wood of the Cross and found it after much
toil. She praised it with great veneration and paid to it much reverence
and honor. She commanded the building of the sanctuaries of the
Resurrection, the Golgotha, Bethlehem and the manger, the upper room
of Zion, Gethsemane and other sanctuaries, and that they be inlaid with
pearl and covered with gold and silver.

There was in Jerusalem a saintly bishop who advised her not to do
that, saying, "After a while foreign pecople will come and seize this place
and destroy it and take the precious stones and the silver and the gold.
But it is preferable to construct the buildings well and give the remainder
of the money to the poor and the needy.” She accepted his advice, gave
him the money and set him in charge of the work.

When she returned to her son and told him what she had done, he
rejoiced, and sent large sums of money and commanded to pay the
workers their  wages in  full so they would not complain
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When the building of the holy places was finished in the thirtieth year of
the reign of Emperor Constantine, he sent vessels and precious vestments
for the altars. He sent word to the Archbishop of Constantinople and to
St. Athanasius, Pope of Alexandria, to take their bishops and to go to
Jerusalem where they would meet the Archbishop of Antioch and the
Bishop of Jerusalem, to consecrate these sanctuaries.

They tarried there until the sixteenth of the month of Tute, when
they consecrated all the altars that had been built. On the seventeenth day
they marched with the Honorable Cross around all the holy places where
they worshipped God, offered the offerings, and venerated the Cross and
honored it. Then they returned to their chairs.

Their prayers be with us to the last breath. Amen.

2. The Translocation of the Relics of St. John Chrysostom (of the Golden
Mouth).

On this day also the church commemorates the transfer of the
relics of St. John Chrysostom (of the Golden Mouth) from the city of
Komanah, where he departed in exile, to Constantinople, 30 years (I after
his departure. That was in the year 437 A.D. during the reign of Emperor
Theodosius II.

His intercession be with us, and Glory be to our God, forever. Amen.

() His biography and the commemoration of his departure is mentioned on the 17th day
of the blessed month of Hatour.
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< 1he Seventeenth Day of the Blessed Month of Tout >

The Feast of the Consecration of the Church of the Honorable Cross.
The Departure of St. Theognosta.
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1- The Feast of the Consecration of the Church of the Honorable Cross.

On this day the Church celebrates the
Consecration of the Church of the Honorable ,‘
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Cross was - )
uncovered by the lover of God, Queen Helena, : r \
nother of Emperor Constantine, from under the .
ptic of Golgotha, after she ordered its removal.

——
As for the reason of how this great pile of | r
|

dirt came into being: the Jewish leaders, when
they saw all the signs and wonders which were
manifested from the sepulchre of the Savior,
such as raising the dead and healing the sick,

became angry, and they sent forth throughout Judea and Jerusalem
ordering all the people to cast the sweepings of their houses and the dirts
over the sepulchre of Jesus of Nazareth. They continued to do so for more
than 200 years, until it became a very great heap.

When St. Helena came to Jerusalem, and asked the Jews about the
whereabouts of the Cross, they did not inform her. Finally, some of them
told her about an old Jew called Judas who knew the place. She called
him, and he denied it at first, but when she urged him, he told her about
that pile. She ordered its removal and the Holy Cross was found. She
built a church for it, consecrated it and celebrated for the Honorable Cross
on the seventeenth day of the month of Tute. Christians make
pilgrimages to that place every year as they do on the feast of the
Resurrection.

A certain Samaritan called Isaac, as he was travelling with his
family among the people going to Jerusalem, reproved the people for
taking such trouble in going to Jerusalem to worship a piece of wood.
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Among the people was a priest whose name was Okhidus. While
travelling along the road, they became thirsty. They found no water and
they came to a well where the water was foul and bitter.

The people became dismayed. Isaac the Samaritan started mocking
them, saying, "If I witness a power by the name of the Cross, I will
become a believer of Christ." The priest Okhidus was moved with divine
zeal and prayed over that foul water and made the sign of the Cross on it,
and it became sweet. All the people and their animals drank, but when
Isaac drank, the water was bitter and wormy. He regretted and cried and
came to the saint, Father Okhidus, bowed down at his feet and believed
in the Lord Christ. Then he drank from the water, and he found it sweet.
The water of that well possessed the power of becoming sweet for the
believers and bitter for the others. A cross of light appeared in the well
and a church was built there.

When Isaac the Samaritan arrived in Jerusalem, he went to its bishop who
baptized h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>