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Ashraf W. Hanna

s qudy is pr.eliminary s.terz1 tov(vjard accumulating a comprehensive

logue of the saints recognizec an celgb.ra.ted by the Coptic Orthodox
?hurch- past and present. It t;otr;]stltutes. ar; initial, though fundamental step
in reviving the .memonesho ik salfnt y ﬁgl{feS, many of whom have
fallen into oblivion over the centuries for a var.let)t of reasons. This effort
was exerted solely based on my love and admiration for these characters
and their vitae, whlc}} have.s[gmﬁcz.mtly contributed to the shape and
contours of the Cogtlc Cl}nsnan faith today,.the perseverance of the
Church and community against all odds, and their steadfastness in the face
of a slew of adversaries over the span of 'thelr history.

Eighteen manuscripts of the Coptic-Arabic Synaxarium (Synaksar),
which were provided courtesy of the Saint Shenouda the Archimandrite
Coptic Society, constitute the foundation for this study. Considering the
fact that the surveyed manuscripts span a wide time period ranging from
the mid-14" (MS I, AD 1340) to the mid-18" centuries, it becomes clear
that they reflect a number of recensions. I have noted various spellings for
the names of these saints as attested in the manuscripts to aid in identifying
these figures in other texts. As will be noted by the reader, while the
majority of commemorations cited are fairly stable across the manuscripts
surveyed, many reflect an assortment of regional variations. Some saints
are omitted from certain recensions, others are only attested in a single
manuscript (e.g. St. Butrus of Atrawat, Tt 15th). Among those who were
widely recognized and celebrated, it is not uncommon to find a degree of
fluidity in their commemoration(s). At times, the commemoration of a
saint in one recension is a day later in another (cf. the entries for Babah 9th
and 10th), on other occasions the same saint was commemorated in various
recensions on completely different days (cf. Thit 1st and 7th). Finally, it is
also hoped that the information catalogued here will supplement the width
and depth of the extant historical record. This is particularly the case with
entries that have not made their way into the published editions of the
Synaxarium, such as those that focus on natural phenomena and marginally
attested historical figures and events.

The accompanying list is by no means complete. The
commemorations for these saints in Coptic and Greek sources, which on
occasion references completely different commemoration dates, still need
to be incorporated into this expanding database. Moreover, the names of
forgotten saints will undoubtedly emerge with new discoveries of
hagiographic manuscripts in museum depositories, attics and basements.

Coptica 15 (2016), 29 - 53.
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List of Manuscripls

A: Vatican Arab 62, 63

B. Pariscensis Ar. 256

C: Paris Ar. 4779, 4780

D: Vat. Ar. 64 and 65

E: BN Florentinae 32 and 33

F: Florence Bible. 115 and 116

G: Paris Ar. 4869 and 4870

H: Tubingensis V1, 226

I: Graf 57; Simaika 139, Ol
Roll A-8, Item 11

J: Simaika 140, Old 745, New 170; Cairo,

Item 12
K: Simaika 176, Old 742, New 204; Cairo, Coptic Museum (C9F = 1206F)

Roll A-10, Item 6
L: Simaika 204, Old 755, New 231; Cairo, Coptic Museum (C16C) Roll

A-17, Item 3
M: Simaika 205, Old 749, Liturgy 45, New 282: Cairo, Coptic Museum

(C16D) Roll A-17, Item 4

N: Simaika 256, Liturgy 45, Old 750, New 282; Cairo, Coptic Museum
(C18F) Roll A-19, Item 6

O: Simaika 221, Liturgy 155B, Old 863, New 245; Cairo, Coptic Museum
(C_l7D) Roll A-18, Item 4

P: Simaika 222, Liturgy 155C, Old 863, New 246; Cairo, Coptic Museum
(C}?E), Roll A-18, Item 5

Q: Simaika 209, Liturgy 19, Old 722, New 234; Cairo, Coptic Museum
(C‘16F) Roll A-17, Item 6

R: Simaika 220, Liturgy 155A, Old 863, New 244; Cairo, Coptic Museum
(C17C) Roll A-18, Item 3

S: Gattingen Arabe 112, 113; identifed but not survayed here.

d 744, New 169; Cairo, Coptic Museum (C7K)

Coptic Museum (C7L) Roll A-8,
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